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solution for these countries, and the Arab League formed
after the war gives some hope orits attainment. For it must
be remembered that present-day Palestineisbuta "geographi-
cal expression/' and that Palestine, Syria and Transjordan
are really parts of one whole. Meanwhile the British mandate
in Palestine has been terminated and an Israeli State formed.
TRANSJORDAN
Transjordan is more than double the size of Palestine,
but it has a population of only about 350,000, almost wholly
Arab, no Jews having been allowed to settle there. A large
' part of the land is desert, but the rest is certainly capable
of further development, if both capital and settlers were
available. Though the people are mainly primitive agricul-
turists and Transjordan is at present a poor country, it
probably possesses dormant mineral wealth.
Like Palestine, it is an historic country and preserves
many relics of former civilizations, especially in Petra, "the
rose-red city," the Greco-Roman city of Serash, and the
capital, Amman. Transjordan, or T.J., as it is often known,
came under the same mandate as Palestine, but here the
Balfour Declaration did not apply and it is regarded as one
of the countries reserved under die MacMahon pledges for
Arab independence. The ruler installed by the British was
the Emir Abdullah, brother of Feisal, the second son of
King Hussein of the Hejaz, who was an ally of Britain
during the first world war. He proved on the whole a wise
and cautious ruler, acting on the advice of the British
Resident, and governing simply but firmly a primitive and
conservative people.
The British brought security and order to a somewhat
turbulent land, but beyond improving public health and
o>mmunications5 did not actively interfere in the details of